Change We Can Believe In!

Change we can believe in.  Words that were spoken so many times during the presidential campaign.   A promise yet to be seen as we embark on the changes that are before us during the coming year.

A new President and a new HUD Secretary are certainly going to change the way things have been done in the past.  Most of us by nature have a tendency to resist change.  If you thought that things would stay the same as they have been in the past, you probably need to rethink that theory.  I believe that you need to hold onto your hats, and get ready for the changes!  

Most of us are hoping for greater support for housing programs than we have seen under the out-going administration, but we have probably never faced a situation where finances in Washington are as tight as they are, and are going to be.  The practice of printing money to pay for services and debt is like writing checks without money in the bank.   The concept is very short-fused and will not last very long.

A change we need from NAHRO members is a greater involvement in legislative and policy issues.  Without a great deal of involvement from our members, the changes that will come out of Washington will not necessarily be good ones.   Leaving the battles for others to fight is like leaving your doors open for others to come in and steal.  Discretionary funding will be very tight, and we will have to fight for funding because there is very little to go around.  Others out there are hungry and they are likely to be fed first if we do not speak up concerning our needs.

I remember the days when we could depend upon bi-partisan support in congress for our programs.  Can you?  Those days are gone!  For too many years already we have seen decreased support for our programs.  With the increases in expenses that we are all seeing, we cannot expect for programs to continue without increases in support.

All of us are looking for good leadership from our nation’s capitol.  This past year has shown us anything but good leadership as we have seen our stock markets finish the worst year in over seventy (70) years, only to be exceeded by the Great Depression in 1931.   With greed at the helm, we certainly need change.

What lies before us is far more important than what lies behind us.  I am looking forward to good changes as we begin a new year.  It is time for all of us to put on a new attitude of cooperation as we move into the future.  Attitudes that will support positive changes.  Positive changes that will only happen with support from those with  knowledge.   (That’s YOU!)  I urge you to get involved and make a difference in the lives of others this year.  Will you be the change we can believe in?

